
SOUTH	  LOOP	  ELEMENTARY	  SCHOOL	  

LOCAL	  SCHOOL	  COUNCIL	  (LSC)	  

REGULAR	  MEETING	  MINUTES	  

Wednesday,	  February	  10,2016	  

Location:	  South	  Loop	  Elementary	  School,	  Main	  Building,	  Cafeteria	  

	  

1. Call	  to	  order	  at:	  6:21PM	  Pledge	  of	  Allegiance.	  	  

2. Roll	  Call:	  Shelton,	  Jackson,	  Thompson,	  LaCoco,	  Agrawal,	  	  Johnson,	  Melhado,	  

Pieper,	  Stinson-‐Marti,	  Sohel,	  Fazekas.	  (11)	  Quorum	  present	  at:	  6:22PM	  

3. Motion	  to	  approve	  agenda	  (SS/	  ASM)	  

No	  discussion	  

Motion	  carries:	  	  11-‐yes;	  0-‐no;	  0-‐abstain	  

4. Motion	  to	  approve	  minutes	  from	  December	  9,	  2015	  regular	  meeting	  (AF/KL)	  

No	  discussion	  

Motion	  carries:	  11-‐yes;	  0-‐no;	  0-‐abstain	  

5. TABLE	  Motion	  to	  review	  and	  approve	  internal	  accounting	  balances	  ending	  

December	  31,	  2015	  &	  January	  30,	  2016	  	  

Discussion:	  

Accounting	  balances	  were	  provided	  for	  the	  wrong	  year,	  motion	  

tabled.	  	  	  

a. Review	  and	  Approve	  the	  budget	  

i. Motion	  to	  transfer	  money	  as	  listed	  on	  report	  (SS/PJ)	  

No	  discussion	  

TS:	  yes	  –	  PJ	  –	  yes	  BT	  –	  yes	  KL	  –	  yes	  RA	  –	  yes	  JE	  –	  absent	  LJ	  –	  yes	  

JM	  –	  yes	  LP	  –	  yes	  ASM	  –	  yes	  AF	  –	  yes	  SS	  –	  yes	  

Motion	  carries.	  11	  –	  yes;	  0-‐abstain;	  0-‐no.	  	  

ii. Motion	  to	  close	  1st	  grade	  teacher	  position	  (115)	  and	  reopen	  

using	  Title	  II	  funds	  (fund	  353)	  (SS/	  PJ)	  

No	  discussion.	  	  

TS-‐	  yes,	  PJ	  –	  yes,	  BT	  –	  yes,	  KL	  -‐	  	  yes,	  RA	  –	  yes,	  JE	  –	  absent,	  LJ	  –	  yes,	  

JM	  –	  yes,	  LP	  –	  yes,	  ASM	  –	  yes,	  AF	  –	  yes,	  SS	  –	  yes.	  	  



Motion	  carries.	  11	  –	  yes,	  0-‐no;	  0-‐abstain.	  	  

b. Expenditure/Receipt	  Approval	  and	  vote	  –	  not	  necessary	  

6. Reports	  

a. Principal	  (Ms.	  Shelton)	  

i. School	  Leadership	  

Principal	  Shelton	  was	  nominated	  for	  a	  Golden	  Apple	  Stanley	  C.	  

Golder	  Leadership	  Award	  by	  a	  teacher	  and	  student.	  She	  will	  be	  

interviewed	  on	  February	  26th	  by	  a	  member	  of	  the	  selection	  

committee.	  Evaluation	  Criteria	  include:	  Personal	  Excellence,	  

Balanced	  and	  Collaborative	  Leadership,	  Passion	  for	  Student	  

Achievement,	  Expertise	  in	  Curriculum,	  Instruction,	  and	  

Assessment.	  The	  award	  is	  $10,000.	  

ii. Instructional	  Leadership	  

Gwendolyn	  Brooks	  a	  CPS	  Selective	  Enrollment	  school	  had	  the	  

highest	  ACT	  gains	  which	  they	  attribute	  to	  Mastery	  Connect.	  –	  A	  

program	  now	  in	  use	  at	  SLES.	  A	  team	  from	  SLES	  visited	  Brooks	  

for	  PD.	  Team	  noticed	  a	  lot	  of	  similarities	  in	  the	  rigor	  between	  

the	  two	  sites.	  Teachers	  from	  the	  Brooks	  team	  addressed	  the	  

resistance	  they	  experienced	  at	  the	  outset.	  PD	  was	  a	  success	  

with	  SLES	  team	  members	  leaving	  with	  next	  steps	  and	  

preparing	  to	  offer	  PD	  to	  fellow	  SLES	  teachers.	  	  

	  

iii. Student-Centered	  Learning	  Climate	  

Anti-‐bullying	  campaign	  developed	  by	  8th	  graders:	  “No	  Hate.”	  8th	  

graders	  are	  volunteering	  to	  mentor	  students	  identified	  by	  

classroom	  teachers	  who	  need	  extra	  support	  with	  conflict	  

resolution.	  Wednesdays	  will	  be	  Anti-‐Bully	  Awareness	  day.	  All	  

staff	  will	  wear	  purple	  in	  recognition	  of	  those	  days.	  	  

Sports:	  Three	  SLES	  teams	  made	  it	  to	  the	  championship	  rounds.	  

Principal	  Shelton	  recognized	  the	  parent	  community	  and	  their	  

support	  and	  coaching.	  	  



6th	  graders	  going	  to	  Camp	  Duncan	  Outdoor	  Education	  camp.	  

The	  focus	  of	  this	  outing	  is	  community	  building	  amongst	  6th	  

grade	  students.	  	  

Beta	  Club	  Springfield	  Trip:	  overnight	  trip	  to	  attend	  National	  

Convention.	  Students	  will	  compete	  in	  poetry,	  math,	  spelling	  

writing.	  	  

8th	  grade	  trip	  –	  37	  students	  are	  flying	  to	  Washington	  and	  New	  

York	  before	  Spring	  Break.	  Fundraising	  knocked	  $200	  off	  the	  

price	  of	  the	  trip	  so	  students	  pay	  $700	  to	  attend	  the	  trip.	  	  

Current	  teams	  in	  Middle	  School:	  Boys	  &	  girls	  5/6	  and	  7/8	  

basketball.	  Volleyball	  (girls),	  track.	  

	  

iv. Professional	  Development	  and	  Human	  Resource	  Management	  

Partnership	  with	  Erickson	  is	  providing	  phenomenal	  math	  

support.	  Expecting	  student	  growth	  in	  math	  –	  a	  focus	  this	  year.	  

Facing	  History	  –	  ongoing	  professional	  development	  and	  

support	  to	  create	  5-‐week	  interdisciplinary	  units	  grounded	  in	  

issues	  of	  identity	  and	  membership.	  	  

	  

v. Parent	  Involvement	  &	  Community	  Partnerships	  

Alderman	  Dowell	  held	  a	  town	  meeting	  that	  addressed,	  in	  part,	  

the	  overcrowding	  issue	  at	  South	  Loop.	  She	  will	  be	  meeting	  with	  

the	  Space	  Planning	  Committee	  on	  2/22.	  Principal	  Shelton	  

encouraged	  LSC	  members	  to	  emphasize	  the	  fact	  that	  

enrollment	  issue	  is	  strictly	  enforced	  and	  she	  is	  diligent	  about	  

transferring	  out	  students	  who	  are	  outside	  of	  the	  attendance	  

boundaries.	  Over	  enrollment	  is	  not	  a	  function	  of	  our	  

overcrowding.	  	  

A	  parent	  attendant	  shared	  her	  experience	  enrolling	  her	  

daughter	  where	  she	  was	  not	  required	  to	  provide	  

documentation	  of	  her	  address.	  Ms.	  Shelton	  will	  address	  this	  



with	  her	  staff	  but	  assured	  that	  all	  student	  addresses	  are	  

reviewed	  prior	  to	  enrolling,	  even	  if	  not	  reviewed	  at	  the	  time	  

the	  parent	  drops	  off	  the	  form.	  	  

Plan	  moving	  forward	  is	  to	  meet	  with	  Ald.	  Dowell	  at	  the	  next	  

Space	  Planning	  meeting	  before	  taking	  any	  additional	  actions.	  	  

	  

TBPK	  is	  closed	  –	  couldn’t	  justify	  for	  9	  families.	  Met	  face	  to	  face	  

with	  the	  9	  families.	  Provided	  options	  for	  these	  families	  

including	  having	  enrollment	  options	  that	  had	  previously	  closed	  

be	  opened	  for	  these	  SLES	  families.	  This	  will	  accommodate	  the	  

2nd	  grade	  families.	  This	  decision	  is	  not	  a	  pro	  or	  con	  from	  a	  

budget	  standpoint.	  PK	  teachers	  will	  go	  back	  into	  PK-‐3	  2	  want	  

to	  stay	  and	  1	  will	  follow	  the	  program.	  

	  

Mother	  son	  event	  scheduled	  this	  month	  and	  daddy	  daughter	  

dance	  is	  next	  month.	  	  

vi. School	  Management	  &	  Daily	  Operations	  

Funding	  summary	  for	  Mid	  Year	  Adjustments:	  	  

$182,826	  cut	  in	  Fund	  115	  –	  SBB	  Funds	  

$46,026	  increase	  for	  Title	  II	  funding	  (large	  class	  size)	  

$8654	  SGSA	  rollover	  from	  FY15	  	  

Closed	  the	  Detention	  Bucket	  -‐	  $5000	  

Closed	  the	  afterschool	  tutoring	  bucket	  -‐	  $9600	  

Transferred	  $23,782.41	  from	  consulting	  Services	  

Transferred	  $15,000	  from	  Travel	  Expenses	  for	  Professional	  

Development	  

Transferred	  $32,371	  from	  Instructional	  Materials	  

Transferred	  $6000	  from	  Food	  Supplies	  for	  Incentives	  

Transferred	  $8275.01	  from	  Registration	  fees	  for	  Professional	  

development	  Workshops	  



Transferred	  $2442.31	  from	  Professional	  Development	  

Consultant	  Services	  

Transferred	  $2649.60	  from	  Professional	  Development	  Food	  

Supplies	  

Transferred	  $1646	  from	  Student	  Transportation	  for	  Fieldtrips	  

Transferred	  $1500	  from	  Software	  

Transferred	  $960	  from	  Student	  Incentives	  

Transferred	  #375	  from	  Music	  Services	  	  

Transferred	  $1553.34	  from	  Repair	  Maintenance	  for	  Copiers	  

Transferred	  $14,000	  from	  Travel	  for	  After	  School	  Programs	  

Transferred	  $3297.46	  from	  Student	  Supplies	  

	  

Closed	  1st	  grade	  position	  and	  reopen	  using	  Title	  II	  funds	  (Fund	  

353)	  CPS	  loaded	  yesterday.	  	  

	  

Total	  funds	  that	  dropped	  after	  closing	  115	  position	  is	  

$33,689.95	  

	  

vii. Interpersonal	  Effectiveness	  

Continuous	  email	  blasts	  to	  communicate	  updates	  addressing	  

issues	  immediately.	  Parent/Student/Admin	  meetings	  to	  

address	  pressing	  issues	  or	  concerns.	  	  

b. Professional	  Personnel	  Learning	  Committee	  (PPLC)	  	  (Thompson)	  

Nothing	  to	  report.	  	  

c. LSC	  Committees	  

i. By	  –Laws	  (LaCoco)	  –	  nothing	  to	  report.	  	  

ii. Communications	  (Easterly)	  –	  nothing	  to	  report	  

iii. Family	  Involvement	  Group	  (FIG)	  (Agrawal)	  

FIG	  struggled	  at	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  year	  with	  family	  

involvement	  due	  to	  start	  of	  school	  and	  holidays.	  This	  makes	  it	  

hard	  to	  establish	  relationships	  with	  new	  families,	  but	  is	  now	  



improving.	  Events	  upcoming:	  Around	  the	  World	  –	  (Jules	  

Melhado	  gave	  the	  report)	  will	  be	  Friday	  March	  4	  at	  6:15PM.	  17	  

countries	  are	  represented,	  hoping	  to	  have	  22	  countries.	  Each	  

country	  will	  include	  information	  about	  the	  country,	  artifacts	  

from	  the	  country	  and	  traditions	  will	  be	  offered.	  Food	  will	  be	  

served	  in	  the	  cafeteria	  from	  different	  countries,	  as	  well	  as	  

cultural	  performances.	  	  In	  need	  of	  volunteers	  because	  turnout	  

is	  usually	  very	  good.	  Reaching	  out	  to	  families	  through	  email	  

and	  backpack	  flyers	  to	  get	  more	  parent	  involvement.	  Mom/Son	  

event	  is	  upcoming	  February	  19th.	  Fitness	  Night	  is	  the	  next	  big	  

event	  and	  is	  tentatively	  planned	  for	  late	  April.	  This	  event	  

hosted	  different	  activities	  (martial	  arts,	  soccer,	  yoga,	  etc.)	  and	  

included	  interactive	  presentations.	  Daddy/Daughter	  dance	  and	  

Spring	  Benefit	  are	  also	  upcoming.	  	  

iv. Finance	  (Johnson)	  	  

A	  list	  provided	  at	  the	  meeting	  identifies	  fundraisers	  for	  

consideration,	  not	  necessarily	  fundraising	  events	  that	  will	  

happen.	  LSC	  members	  offered	  additional	  events	  to	  consider:	  

early-‐drop-‐off	  tuition	  based	  program,	  poker	  night,	  etc.	  	  

	  

Motion	  to	  approve	  SY1516	  fundraisers	  for	  LSC	  consideration	  

provided	  by	  finance	  committee	  (PJ/KL).	  	  

No	  discussion	  11-‐yes;	  0-‐no;	  0-‐abstain.	  

Motion	  carries.	  

	  

So	  far	  we	  are	  profiting	  $34k	  from	  Boosterthon	  fundraiser,	  

which	  tops	  last	  year’s	  profit	  of	  $27k.	  Still	  only	  at	  79%	  

collection,	  so	  expecting	  profit	  to	  exceed	  $40k.	  Plan	  to	  buy	  3-‐4	  

technology	  carts	  with	  the	  money	  raised.	  Each	  cart	  is	  approx.	  

$36-‐$39k.	  Spring	  Benefit	  committee	  held	  first	  meeting	  and	  will	  

send	  out	  announcements	  soon.	  Spring	  Benefit	  will	  be	  Friday	  



March,	  20th.	  Discussion	  was	  held	  about	  a	  possible	  fundraiser	  

for	  school	  supplies.	  	  

v. Least	  Restrictive	  Environment	  (LRE)(LaCoco)	  

Have	  hired	  two	  new	  SpEd	  teachers,	  so	  we	  now	  have	  6,	  as	  well	  

as	  two	  new	  assistants.	  	  

vi. Principal	  Evaluation	  (Easterly)	  –	  nothing	  to	  report.	  	  

vii. Space	  Planning	  (ad	  hoc)	  (Shelton)	  –	  nothing	  additional	  to	  

report	  above	  and	  beyond	  Principal	  Report.	  	  

	  

	  

	  

7. Old	  Business	  

a. Discussion	  and	  possible	  vote	  on	  next	  LSC	  meeting	  date.	  

March	  meeting	  will	  be	  the	  Budget	  meeting.	  Motion	  to	  not	  have	  a	  

March	  meeting	  (SS/JM):	  PJ	  –	  no;	  BT	  –	  no;	  KL	  –	  no;	  RA	  –	  no;	  LJ	  –	  no;	  JM	  

–	  no;	  LP	  –	  no;	  ASM	  –	  no;	  AF	  –	  no;	  SS	  –	  no;	  TS	  –	  no.	  	  

March	  meeting	  will	  be	  held	  March	  9,	  2016.	  	  

	  

8. New	  Business	  

a. Upcoming	  LSC	  elections	  –	  applications	  were	  distributed/collected	  for	  

LSC	  election.	  	  

b. Approval	  of	  three	  checks	  over	  $1000:	  

i. $1149.12	  	  Check	  #1911Reimbursement	  for	  transportation	  for	  

a	  student.	  	  

ii. $1074.08	  Check	  #1914	  Incentive	  for	  middle	  school	  students	  to	  

Star	  Wars	  movie	  

iii. $1448	  Check	  #1940	  to	  Crown	  Plaza	  in	  Springfield	  for	  Beta	  

Convention	  

c. Discussion	  about	  providing	  student	  planners	  for	  middle	  school	  	  

	  

9. Public	  forum	  



No	  new	  business.	  	  

	  

10. Motion	  to	  adjourn	  (PJ/JM)	  

No	  discussion.	  	  

Motion	  approved:	  11	  –	  yes;	  0-‐no;	  0-‐abstain	  

Adjourned	  at	  7:54PM	  


